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Slum Upgrading and Seoul Experience

[Slum Upgrading Module 2]

We saw what a slum is.
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In this section we want to try to upgrade the slum so we will review what slum upgrading
means.

Slum upgrading, on the surface.
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For example, if the people live in a dangerous place such as floodplains, steep slopes with
landslide problems,
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seismic fault lines prone to earthquakes, or wetlands and riverbeds,
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a sample intervention would be to relocate the people to a safer place.
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This is one example of slum upgrading.
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Or if the slum area has the lack of tenure.
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If the status of the occupants are weak,
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which means that the occupant is illegal, has an unregistered title,
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the occupancy documents or the sales documents are missing.
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In other words, if the resident does not have protection against eviction or unwanted
relocation,
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a sample intervention will be to try to provide occupancy rights or legalize their residency.
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Another case in the physical condition.
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If the slum area has a poor physical condition.
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For example if there are issues such as physical gaps, ground water level, soil, density,
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connections to water and electricity, these problems arise from the lack of access to the
public services.
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So in this case, a sample intervention is to establish the streets and public space first
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because the public space is the key to delivering such public service.
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So interventions will include things such as road upgrades,
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provision of microloans for housing improvements if the structure is poor,
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or the provision of connections to water supply or electric grid.
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Another type of slum is concerned with the problems of socioeconomic issues.
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So if a slum has a lack of economic activities, has a high level of poverty,
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or sometimes the presence of undesirable and illegal activities such as crime, drugs and
gangs,
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then we try to change the environment by launching vocational training,
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or some kind of education program,
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or sometimes we promote community activities to connect the residents.
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Other interventions may include the establishment of a neighborhood crime watch program
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or to preserve the local social fabric to prevent the excessive turnover.
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Another type of slum issue is city integration.
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If some area of the slum has the lack of accessibility to the city center or job location,
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or if it has the lack of public facilities including schools, health centers and hospital,
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or if the slum area has low employment rate, lack of available jobs and public regulation,
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a sample intervention would be to provide accessibility through public transportation or
organized informal fleets,
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or we can try to create public spaces or reform the regulations that limit effective integration.
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So these are summary of the typical issues in slums and the typical interventions.
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The first is the issue of hazards.
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If the area is dangerous, we can try to relocate the people to a safer place.

£3H0| I&st x|dof| /x|5tD UCHH, OHXEH A Z ALRIE S O|F A|7{0ofF EfL|Ct.

If the tenure is a big issue, we can try to provide occupancy rights or legalize their
occupancy.
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And if the slum has a big gap in its physical condition, we can provide the infrastructure and
public services,
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and sometimes we provide microloans for housing improvement.
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In case of some slums with socioeconomic problems such as lack of jobs, crime and drugs,
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we can try to set up an education program and promote community activities.
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And if the slum is located in a distant place, or lack connection with the existing city center,
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we can try to provide some access through public transportation.
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