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ABSTRACT : This article examines the sociocultural, historical and ideological backgrounds
surrounding the formation, maintenance and changes of ‘Cheongnyangni 588°, a representative red
light district in Seoul, focusing especially on insiders' experiences. Adopting Low(1996)'s theoretical
framework of the social production and social construction of urban space, it attempts the spatial
and sociocultural analysis of the space called ‘missbang,” a type of window brothel in Cheongnyangni
588. The sociospatial analysis shows that the social production of ‘missbang’ is closely related to
the micro-level historical changes of Cheongnyangni 588, sociocultural characteristics such as
communal culture, and consumerism in late capitalism. Furthermore, the analysis indicates that
insiders, through social exchanges, memories and daily use of the of ‘missbang,” reconstruct and
reinterpret it as a space of prosperity, competition, commercialization and globalization.

Key Words : red light district, window prostitute, sex industry, Cheongnyangni 588, urban space
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